Human sleeping sickness in the Gboko endemic area of Nigeria.
Human infection with Trypanosoma gambiense in the Gboko endemic area was first reported in May, 1974 although T. gambiense sleeping sickness had been present there since the turn of the century. The disease is associated with the presence of the tsetse Glossina tachinoides and Glossina palpalis which is plentiful and widespread throughout the division as well as in thickets along the streams in the area. No successful attempt has been made to control the tsetse vector in the Division. The incidence and geographical distribution of cases of T. gambiense sleeping sickness in the Gboko area are described in this report. Cases were treated with Antrypol Tryparsamide mixture and Mel B. The highest number of cases of infection is usually picked up just before the start of the rains in early April. It is suggested that, for meaningful control of the disease a quick method should be devised to rid the area of the insect vector.